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TITLE:  Statement of Community Involvement adoption 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Mayor in consultation with his Cabinet:

i) Adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (October 2020)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

In December 2019 a review of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), 
found that whilst it needed to be updated (due to changes to national policy and the 
use of technology) it was not considered to be creating any significant issues.   
Given the advanced stage the local plan had reached and the availability of 
resources, it was determined the update of the SCI should not commence in the 
short-term.  

More recently, the covid-19 pandemic and the government’s response to this has 
implications for engaging the public in plan-making.  In accordance with recently 
revised national planning practice guidance, the SCI has been updated to enable the 
continued engagement with the community by means which are reasonably 
practicable.

The updated draft SCI has been the subject of public consultation between 19 
August and 9 September 2020 and a total of 14 individual representations were 
received.  These have been considered and changes have been made to the 
consultation draft SCI where appropriate. Having regard to this it is now considered 
that the draft SCI should be adopted by the city council. This will enable progress to 
continue to be made on the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework and the Salford 
Local Plan. 



It remains the intention to undertake a more comprehensive review of the SCI in the 
future.  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

 Schedule of representations and the response of the city council
 Statement of Community Involvement Update Community Impact Assessment 

Screening

KEY DECISION:  Yes 

1.0 Introduction and Background

1.1 The current means of engaging the public is set out in the Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) which was adopted in January 2010. 
Coronavirus (covid-19) and the government’s recent response to this 
(including lockdown measures, social distancing, and staying at home as 
much as possible) has implications for planning, including engaging the public 
during the plan making and planning application process. In particular, there 
are certain requirements set out in the SCI that are not possible if observing 
current recommendations to limit the spread of covid-19. Although some 
lockdown measures have been relaxed at a national level some restrictions 
are now being brought back into place nationally, and at local levels (including 
various restrictions across districts in Greater Manchester), having regard to 
issues including a rise in infection rates. 

1.2 National Planning Practice Guidance has recently been revised in light of the 
covid-19 pandemic and now requires temporary amendments to be made to 
an authority’s SCI to ensure that the plan making process is able to continue 
to engage with the community, by means which are reasonably practicable. 

1.3 In December 2019 a review of the SCI (as required by the Town and Country 
Planning Regulations 2012) found that the SCI needed updating as there had 
been a number of significant changes since it was adopted.  These changes 
included:
 Legislative requirements and revisions to regulations relevant to plan 

making and development management 
 Updates to national policy and guidance
 Increased use of digital technology and social media.

1.4 Although it was found to require updating, the SCI was not considered to be 
creating any significant issues in its current form. Given the advanced stage 
that the local plan had reached and the availability of resources, it was 



determined that the update of the SCI should not commence in the short term 
and until the local plan had progressed further.

2.0 Proposed update of the SCI

2.1 Following the recently updated national planning policy guidance regarding 
SCI’s and the requirement that they should address covid-19 circumstances, 
as well as the Review undertaken in 2019, the SCI required updating.  This 
update could potentially have been completed all at once or undertaken in 2 
stages: the first stage being to address covid-19 pandemic measures only, 
whilst the second stage, undertaken at a later date, would be a more 
“wholescale” review to address all other outstanding issues – i.e. those 
identified in the 2019 review and any other changes that were considered 
appropriate at the time.

2.2 Having regard to the decision reached in the December 2019 review, the un-
precedented circumstances of covid-19 and the urgency of the required 
update (to enable progress on current plan-making activity), it was considered 
that the SCI should be updated in two stages with the first stage (i.e. changes 
arising out of covid-19 measures) undertaken immediately.  

3.0 Changes to legislation

3.1 Until very recently, legislation required local authorities to make documents 
available for public inspection or be placed “on deposit” during a period of 
consultation.  The documents must be available at the principal offices of the 
local authority and at any other places that the local authority considers 
appropriate during normal office hours. 

3.2 Temporary legislation1 that is applicable until the 31 December 2020 has 
recently been passed in relation to plan making, that removes the requirement 
to make hard copies of documents available for public inspection at the 
principal council offices and also any other place considered appropriate. 

3.3 Additional temporary legislation2 has also been passed in relation to the 
development management planning process which includes the removal of 
the requirement to post site notices advertising the planning application prior 
to its determination.

3.4 Further legislation has also been passed allowing planning panel meetings 
where planning applications are determined, to be held virtually3.  

4.0 Updates to the Adopted 2010 SCI that were consulted on between 19 
August and 9 September 2020 

1 Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)(England)(Coronavirus)(Amendment) Regulations 2020
2 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure, Listed Buildings and 
Environmental Impact Assessment)(England)(Coronavirus)(Amendment) Regulations 2020
3 The Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus)(Flexibility of Local Authorities and 
Police Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.



4.1 Annex 1 at the end of this report summarises the changes to the SCI that were 
consulted upon as a result of the covid-19 pandemic.  

4.2 Further amendments were also made, and were subject to consultation as set 
out below: 

Social media
4.3 The use of social media has been included as a possible consultation method 

during any period of public consultation (such as Facebook and Twitter).  This 
has the benefit of reaching an extensive audience (and not just those living 
and working in Salford) for minimal cost.  

Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF)
4.4 An additional paragraph has been incorporated into the document (see new 

paragraph 3.54 at the end of Chapter 3) about the GMSF, its purpose and 
how consultation will be carried out. 

Newspaper Notices
4.5 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 

2004 were in place at the time of the adoption of the existing SCI (adoption 
2010).  These required a public notice to be published in a local newspaper 
notifying the times and locations that documents would be available for 
inspection.  The 2010 SCI reflected this requirement, identifying that the 
Manchester Evening News would normally be used in these circumstances.  
However, the 2004 Regulations were superseded by the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2012, which removed 
the requirement for public notices to be published.  On this basis, and given 
the costs associated with the publication of such notices, this has been 
removed as a possible method of community engagement.  

5.0 Public consultation and representations received

5.1 The draft SCI was subject to public consultation for a 3 week period between 
19 August and 9 September 2020.  All information was made available on the 
city council’s website and a notification letter sent electronically or by post 
(2368 in total) to everybody on the city council’s local development framework 
consultation database who had indicated an interest in the local plan and/or 
the SCI.  

5.2 A total of 14 individual representations were received.  The majority of 
comments were in support of the proposals / noted the consultation, or they 
fall outside of the limited covid-19 scope of the draft updated SCI (and will 
therefore be considered as part of the future wholescale update of the SCI 
instead).  

5.3 The remaining comments received were to Table 3.2 which sets out Proposed 
methods of Community Engagement, and in particular the use of leaflets and 
flyers, one to one discussions, posters in public places and public/stakeholder 
meetings. These comments questioned or sought greater clarity as to the 
reasoning for the proposed city council’s proposed amendments. Further 



minor amendments have subsequently been made to the text in Table 3.2 in 
order provide this additional clarity.  The Schedule of Representations sets out 
all representations received, and the response of the city council (including 
details of wording changes where this was considered appropriate).  

6.0 Recommendation

6.1 It is recommended that the City Mayor in consultation with his Cabinet:

i)  Adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (October 2020)

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Local Development Framework
Unitary Development Plan saved policies 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: A draft screening was 
undertaken which found that some people will be digitally excluded.  This will 
however be taken into account when carrying out public consultation and when 
conditions allow other methods to be used besides online approaches.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: High – should the SCI not be adopted then any 
consultation on the next version of the GMSF (and potentially the Local Plan) would 
not be in conformity with the current adopted SCI. 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by Stephanie Hall, Principal Solicitor, Shared 
Legal Service, s.hall@manchester.gov.uk

The Council is required to undertake a review of its SCI and make temporary 
amendments where necessary in accordance with national planning practice 
guidance issued in May 2020 in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  Whilst there 
is no legal requirement to consult when reviewing and updating the SCI, there is a 
commitment in the Council’s existing SCI to consult on any changes.  Once adopted, 
the SCI sets out the Council’s approach to community engagement in the production 
of planning policy and the determination of planning applications.  Any decision 
taken which does not comply with the commitments set out in the SCI would be 
susceptible to challenge.

mailto:s.hall@manchester.gov.uk


FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Suppled by: Janet Cross, Finance Manager x2858

The costs associated with the consultation, will be met from the Planning revenue 
budget. Finance and the service will work closely to monitor these costs.

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A

HR IMPLICATIONS:  N/A

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS:  Supplied in conjunction with Michael 
Hemingway, Principal Officer, Climate Change.  

The changes are limited in relation to climate change but the increase in digital 
methods of consultation will have a lower impact in terms of CO2 emissions as fewer 
documents will be printed and there will be fewer staff and residents travelling to 
consultation events, or to view consultation documents etc, which will in turn reduce 
the impact on air quality and emissions.

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: Amelia Lucas

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 0161 793 3287

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 

All wards



Annex 1
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Update – Amendments consulted 
upon as a result of covid-19 

Chapter One - Introduction
New introductory paragraphs detailing the partial review of the SCI in light of the 
Government’s current covid-19 guidance.  Also setting out that a wholescale, 
more detailed review will be undertaken in time. 
Chapter Two – Community Involvement in Salford
No changes
Chapter Three – Consultation on Local Development Documents
Limited changes to reflect covid-19 measures
Inclusion of a new paragraph 3.2 about covid-19 and implications for public 
consultation but highlighting that these would only apply during covid-19 (or 
similar) outbreaks.
Table 3.2 Proposed methods of community engagement
The table had been updated to include additional information detailing “covid-19” 
approach for all existing consultation methods.

The provision of Newspaper notices has been removed from the table following 
the changes in legislation no longer requiring this to be undertaken and also the 
costs associated with this method. 
The use of social media (Facebook & Twitter in particular) has been included as 
an additional method of engagement with the community.

Table 3.3 Different engagement methods employed at different stages of 
document production
The table has been updated to reflect new legislation regarding deposit locations 
and to include social media as an additional engagement method.
Table 3.4 Resource intensity of different methods of community 
engagement
Newspaper Notice has been deleted from the table and the use of social media 
as a method has been included.
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
Additional information has been included about the Greater Manchester Spatial 
Framework and consultation at the end of Chapter 3
Chapter Four – Planning Applications
References have been made to virtual meetings of the Planning and 
Transportation panel in paragraphs 4.21 and 4.30.
Table 4.2 Methods of consultation for planning applications
Updated to include reference to the requirement for site notices during covid-19 
times.


